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ously sincere. Szalasi had been with Admiral Horthy
at the counter-revolutionary headquarters at Szeged in
1919 when he was only twenty-two. He was promoted
Captain in 1924, but was reproved in 1927 for propa-
gandistic activities; he already had many supporters
at Debrecen. Having served as a staff officer for sonic
years, he was retired on a pension in 1935 on account
of his subversive tendencies, and he was able to pursue
his political aims with less interruption for the next
two or three years. At one time or another Szalasi
published various pamphlets advocating intransigent
revisionism, extreme anti-Semitism and uncompromis-
ing dictatorship. The chief of these publications was
his "Plan for the construction of the Hungarian
State" which came out in 1933; whoever hesitated to
accept his notions, he wrote, "must be taught them
with the knout." At one time he had also shown
enthusiasm for Magyar racial purity, but this was
impaired by the discovery of his own mixed Armenian-
Slovak-German descent. He called his party the
"Party of the National Will," and his prestige was
enhanced by the support of the historian, Edmund
Mdlnasi; he also came into association with Dr. Rainis*
"National Front" and the Catholic Nazis whose badge
was the blue cross. Fascist movements in Hungary,
incidentally, have never yet displayed the anti-Christian
character of the German National Socialists, indeed
this is the only visible distinction between them.
Although the Putsch he attempted in spring 1937
proved abortive, Szalasi continued to gain a good deal
of support, especially among students and unemployed
workmen, many of whom were ex-Communists. In
spite of recurring difficulties with the authorities,